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The exhibition Model-Painting was born
as a result of the invitation issued by
the artist Yonatan Ron, who is active at
the Artists’ Studios at Teddy Stadium,
to the artist Eyal Sasson, who taught
him at the Bezalel Academy of Arts and
Design, to mount a joint exhibition at
the New Gallery.

Ron and Sasson’s two-man show
turns the gaze onto two contemporary
bodies of work by the "teacher” and his
former student. Painting constitutes the
mainstay of the two's overall oeuvre, as
each, in his own way, draws from and
at times corresponds with the history
of Western art.

In recent years, Yonatan Ron has
been dealing with the deconstruction
of imagery drawn from human beings’
immediate surroundings: urban interiors
and exteriors, cinematic citations, and
more. He thus examines the innate
tension between the photographed
image and the flat surface and Western
painting practices, which aim to achieve
an illusion of depth. In the works on
display in the exhibition he focuses on
the documentation of places lacking
presence or motion, while his measured
painterly actions on the areas of the
canvas devoid of color enhance the
presence of the void, the emptiness.
Ron for the most part chooses to paint
on randomly selected wood supports,
creating tension between the oil painting
produced in accordance with "traditional
principles” and those same panels
resonating with the paucity of matter,
associated, among others, with the
history of Israeli painting.

Yonatan Ron, born in Israel in 1988 / lives and
works in Jerusalem / BFA with distinction,
Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design,
Jerusalem, 2012 / solo exhibition at the
Barbur Gallery, Jerusalem, 2016, exhibition
of paintings at the Martin Mertens Gallery
in Berlin, as part of an artist-in-residence
program, and group exhibitions throughout
Israel / recipient of the Hermann Struck
Prize for Excellence in Printmaking, 2011, and
the Lauren and Mitchell Presser Award for
Excellence in Painting, 2012.
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Eyal Sasson’s latest works also
address the tension between the three-
dimensional and the two-dimensional.
The painting is extracted from its flat
confines and is transformed into a
"pop-up painting,” a complex of layers
and planes that burst forth into the
space beyond the canvas. The open,
wild landscapes release their grip on
the concrete landscape, turning into
segments of an ideal, fantastic landscape
emerging before the viewer's eyes, as
occurs while leafing through a three-
dimensional book. It appears that, in
these works, Sasson takes another step
in the deconstruction of the painted
image. The allusion to the human figure
within the ideal” expanses underscores
humankind's insignificance vis-a-vis the
broad, formidable landscape enfolding
him, dominating him, and the saturated
colors deepen the sense of alienation
evoked by the works.

The fantastic and urban landscapes
in the two bodies of work express,
to a certain degree, a sense of stasis,
suggesting the possibility that the
images actually consist of models, thus
yielding a double estrangement.

Eyal Sasson, born in Israel in 1968 / lives and
works in Modiin / BFA, Bezalel Academy of
Arts and Design, Jerusalem, 1996, and MFA,
Royal College of Art, London, 2000 / lecturer
in the Department of Fine Arts at the Bezalel
Academy / presented a number of solo and
group exhibitions in galleries and museums
in Israel and around the world / recipient
of an America-Israel Cultural Foundation
Award and a Clore Foundation Scholarship /
his works are held by a number of private
collections.

All measurements are given in centimeters, height x width
Photographs of the artworks courtesy of Yair Hovav and Ori Scher
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